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˟The submissions from Old South Church were composed by John Edgerton, Anthony Livolsi, Amelia Nugent, and Nancy Taylor.

Keep It in the Ground
Liturgical Resources for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  
April 24, 2016 

Acts 11:1-18  •  Psalm 148
•  Revelation 21:1-6  •  John 13:31-35

A number of liturgical writers responded to the invitation to craft liturgy for a worship service dedicated to the theme Keep It in the Ground. Submissions from Old South Church in Boston were composed by John Edgerton, Anthony Livolsi, Amelia Nugent, and Nancy Taylor.


Contents

Invocation							  2
Opening Words						  2
Call to Worship						  2
Prayer of Confession						  5
Prayer of Repentance and Renewal    			  8
Litany for a New Earth					  9	  
Litany of Intercession for the Impact of Fossil Fuels		10
Litany of Recommitment   					10
Communion (Responsive)					11
Call to Offering						12
Mountain Top Removal Mining (Inspired by Psalm 121)       	12
Keep It in the Ground           					13
Job speaks of Mining: A Responsive Reading			14
Prayer—Honey in the Rock					14
Prayer—Cleft in the Rock					15
Blessing upon the Earth					15
Aaron’s Old Blessing Made New				16
Blessings for Organizers					16
Benediction							17
Hymn Suggestions						18
	





Invocation								        Alyssa Browning-Gray

Spirit of Love, Spirit of Truth, Creator of this blessed universe, 
Be with us, as we reflect on our actions and our mission,
Be within us, as we recognize our failings and prepare to begin again,
We come to you reluctant and doubting, ashamed and afraid.  We know that however good our intentions, we have gone down the wrong path, exploiting your creation and destroying our global home. Renew our faith, fill us with hope, and inspire us to be the difference we need to see in the world.  Empower us to make the changes needed to leave behind our dirty past and move toward a sustainable and just future. We join our hearts and voices in thanksgiving and praise for your limitless power, your boundless love, and your inexhaustible mercy.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen.


Opening Words							      Alyssa Browning-Gray

One:		This is the day that God has made;
Many:		Let us rejoice in the opportunity to fill it with justice.
One:		The Bible says we were created in the image of God;
Many:		So let us strive to act as God would.
One:		Beautiful is the mind of God, filled with truth, love, and compassion.
Many:	Let us realize the truth of our actions, love our global neighbors, and change our ways out of compassion for the defenseless and unrepresented.
One:		This is the day that God has made;
Many:		Let us fill it with justice.


Call to Worship # 1					                  Old South Church in Boston
Refrain from Psalm 24

One:		Stormy molten waters of the deep –
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it.
One:		Vast oceans of ancient oil –
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.
One:		Grand, colossal ruins of coal –
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.
One:		Sacred relics of all that was – 
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.
One:		Resting place of Mother Earth’s memories – 
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.
One:		Far too holy to be set on fire – 
Many:		The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it. 


Call to Worship # 2				                              Old South Church in Boston

One:		Let us worship God, Sculptor of crag and canyon, 
meadow and mountain, vale and volcano.
Many:		Let us worship God, for whom the rocks cry out!
One:		Let us worship God, Painter of bluest sky, brilliant sunset, and blazing star-scape.
Many:		Let us worship God, whose glory the heavens declare!
One:		Let us worship God, Dance-master of gale and grassland, 
wind and willow, breeze and branch.
Many:		Let us worship God, for whom the trees of the field clap their hands! 
One:		Let us worship God, Composer of birdsong and whale call, 
of harmonies chirped, whinnied, and howled.
 Many:		Let us worship God, whose praise all creation sings!



Call to Worship # 3								          Mary Westfall

One:  	This is the day that God has made, that God has called “good”, that God offers as gift!
Many:   	Sung response, vs 1 For the Beauty of the Earth
One:  	The quiet dark of night offers shelter and restoration.  The sun’s bright warming rays bring light and life.  The Earth, the ground, the soil we walk upon, made holy by the Creating One.  
Many: 	 	Sung response, vs 2 For the Beauty of the Earth
One:   	Gathered into community, young and old, faithful and fretting, filled with wonder and worry, we bring our hopes and hurts, our love for our planet home, our longing for the healing strength of the Spirit.
Many:  	Sung response, vs 3 For the Beauty of the Earth
One:  	Come, whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey.  The One who creates all, loves all, welcomes all meets us here.  Come let us open our hearts, minds and spirits to receive the Love that never lets us go.  Come, let us worship together!
Many:  	Sung response, vs 4 For the Beauty of the Earth


Call to Worship # 4							                        Mary Westfall

One: 		This is the day that God has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Many:  	We come as God’s beloved people, aware of the gifts that surround us, air and water, land and sky, day and night, beauty and simplicity.
One:  	This is the Earth that God calls “good” -  the creatures and everything that crawls, flies, breathes, sings, loves.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!			
Many:  	We come as God’s beloved people, aware of the miraculous web of life that connects and sustains us, and like those before us we are awed and humbled.
One:  	This is the moment that God has made.  We are standing on holy ground.  Let us rejoice and be glad!
Many:  	This is the day that God has made.  Standing on holy ground, we rejoice and are glad!  Thanks be to God.


Call to Worship # 5							         Emma Brewer-Wallin
One:	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Many:		We were not there in the beginning.
One:		In the beginning, God created it all and saw that it was good.
Many:		We were not there in the beginning.
One:		In the desert, God fed the people one day at a time.
Many:		We were not in the desert.
One:		In the temple, Jesus overturned the tables of the moneychangers.
Many:		We were not in the temple.
One:		God is our God forever.
Many:	Let us not forget the beginning; let us remember that we are not the end.
One:		God said that it was good.
Many:	Let us not forget that in the beginning, it was good; let us remember that we must keep it so.
One:	God gives us this day our daily bread.
Many:	Let us not forget the desert; let us remember that we can live without excess.
One:	God is our Lord, we must not worship other idols.
Many:	Let us not forget the temple; let us remember to worship God, not that which the moneychangers deem valuable.
One:	In the beginning, God created it all and saw that it was very good.
Many:	Hallelujah! And may it be so.


Call to Worship # 6  (Inspired by John 20)			         Emma Brewer-Wallin
One:	After Jesus was killed, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb where he was buried to prepare the body. And there she found that the tomb was empty. She ran to find some of the disciples, and they too looked in the tomb.
Many:		When they looked in the tomb, they saw it was empty. And they believed.
One:	Later that great day, Jesus appeared to the disciples who were gathered together. 
Many:	They saw him, and spoke with him, and witnessed his wounds. And they believed.
One:	But Thomas, who was not there, did not know what to make of what the others told him.
Many:	Until I see with my own eyes and touch with my own hands, he said, I will not believe.
One:	When the people of Flint started getting sick, it was not hard for them to believe it was the contaminated water. It was not hard for them to believe that the Caesar of their day prioritized dollars over their poor, black community.
Many:		We who did not have poison running out of our taps did not believe.
One:	For mothers who can’t send their children out to play without fear of giving them an asthma attack, it is not hard to believe that there must be a better way than our ceaseless burning of coal. 
Many:	We whose children did not grow up in the shadows of smokestacks did not believe.
One:	For the ranchers and family farmers, for the indigenous people whose ancestors have been here longer than we can imagine, it is not hard to believe that their land is more important than yet another oil pipeline.
Many:	We who rely on that oil to get to work, school, and play, we who profit from the choices of the oil companies, we who cannot imagine our worlds without it did not believe.
One:	A week after Jesus had risen from the tomb, he invited Thomas to touch his hands and side, saying, “do not doubt but believe.”
Many:		And Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
One:		Today, if we open our hearts, we can touch the people of Flint.
Many:		And believing, like Thomas, we can commit ourselves to pursue justice.
One:		Today, if we unstop our ears, we can hear the cries of asthmatic children.
Many:		And believing, like Thomas, we can commit ourselves to pursue justice.
One:	Today, if we take in nature’s grandeur, we will not be silent in the face of rapacious exploitation.
Many:		And believing, like Thomas, we will commit ourselves to pursue justice.
One:	Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Many:	The time has come! The miracle of Christ teaches us that there is always another way. 


Prayer of Confession # 1					       Old South Church in Boston
With Imagery from Genesis 1, Psalm 19, and Romans 8

Gracious God, we confess that we have paid little mind to the world’s own mysterious life. The scriptures teach that the Creation delights to sing in praise of Your goodness, and that it groans to You in pain with despairing pleas; but we have not let the earth render to You the worship it rejoices to give. Our dominion over it has proven punishing and harsh. Forgive our sins against Your Creation: our immodest violation of its beauty, and our selfish coveting of its bounty. Restore us to communion with land and sea and sky, that we would be, with all Your Creation, one holy, catholic Church, glorifying You, God Most High. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen


Prayer of Confession # 2 				    			     Maren Tirabassi
Based on Psalm 130  

One:		Out of the depths we cry, O God.
From the depths we have taken oil
for progress and possibilities
and brought the earth to the brink of death.
Many:		Out of the depths we cry, O God,
but there is forgiveness with you.
One:		From the depths we have taken coal,
exhausting veins and darkening the sky.
Many:		Out of the depths we cry, O God,
but there is forgiveness with you.
One:		From the depths our fracking
has poisoned groundwater,
shifted fault lines,
breathed radon in children’s faces.
Many:		Out of the depths we cry, O God,
but there is forgiveness with you.
One: 		From the depths we have piped 
gas and oil across the lands of others,
burned tar sands, mined frack sands,
released methane and heated
the future of God’s creation.
Many:		Bless the depths, O God,
that they may retain their integrity --
the hope of your people,
those who watch for the morning
of the children’s new day. Amen

Assurance of Grace

Out of the depths we hope in God, who has the power to redeem us 
and teaches us to redeem power itself. 


Prayer of Confession # 3 						                    Mary Westfall

One:  	We dwell constantly in the presence of God, the One who knows us through and through, yet loves us still and all. With confidence in that great love, let us offer our sincere confession, admitting our need for transformation.
Many:   	How quickly our hymns of grateful praise give way to other thought and actions, O Holy One. We look to your good creation, knowing it to be the source of all life, yet, we are slow to act on Earth’s behalf, especially when it might mean change or sacrifice.  It has not been enough that we harvested precious forests, built superhighways across fragile lands, fouled the waters with chemicals, we have even plunged machinery into deep hidden treasures underground. Even now Earth groans as we continue to extract buried carbon deposits, formed over millions of years, pulling up fossil fuels through mining, pumping, fracking, only to feed our penchant for excess.  How it must grieve you to see how we have despoiled the air through carbon emissions and brought our planet great suffering.
Forgive us, Creator God, forgive our short sightedness, our love of comfort, our unwillingness to live within limits.  Open our eyes to the plight of your planet, and cleanse us of all indifference. Renew our sense of connection to all you have created and called “good.” Refresh us by the power of your Spirit to be your people in these times and empower us to care for our Earth home with courage, tenderness and love, protecting, now, this sacred trust for generations yet to come.
One:  	Hear again these words brothers and sisters, “You are my beloved, I have called you by name, you are precious in my sight.”  Know this day that through love you are forgiven, through grace you are made whole, through the enduring presence of the Spirit you may live anew.
Many:  	God of all to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.


Prayer of Confession # 4 					                 Alyssa Browning-Gray

God of love and justice, we have harmed your creation.  We chose to use the bounty around us for the sake of progress, but too easily forgot our mission. The way of life we had hoped would bring about prosperity and health became the very cause of injustice, inequality, and disease. We misinterpreted your word.  We misunderstood our calling.  We see this now and want to make it right.  Please look upon us with kindness and show us the path forward.

Assurance of Grace

God’s mercy and love are endless. We are asked to love kindness, do justice, and walk humbly, and we have been given all we need to do this. Accept your pardon and begin living your life in accordance with these goals. Pull yourself from these systems of exploitation and destruction and help us build a just and sustainable future. Amen.


Prayer of Confession # 5 						          Emma Brewer-Wallin
(With Sung Response)

O God, You created the heavens and the earth, and saw that they were good. You created the birds of the air and the fish of the sea, and saw that they were good. You created us, and called us to be stewards of it all, and You said it was good. But we confess, Creator God, that we have not lived up to Your call. We confess, Creator God, that what You once called good is disappearing. We confess, Creator God, that we have misused the dominion You gave us.

Sung response: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

O God, You took on flesh and knew what it is to be of the earth. You felt the air rush through Your lungs and the water run over Your skin. You had dirt beneath Your fingernails. You walked with those we consider unworthy and ate with those we would never invite to our tables. We confess, Redeemer God, that we forget the ways of your earthly sojourn. We confess, Redeemer God, that in our desire for comfort and efficiency, we have hurt those whom You taught us to love the most. 

[Sung response]

O God, You are here with us, even now. Your everlasting presence binds us with those who came before and the many generations who will follow. You stir up our souls, breathing into us the courage to act. We Confess, Sustainer God, that we too easily ignore Your still small voice. We Confess, Sustainer God, that we choose to maintain our lifestyles rather than sustain our earth for our children.

[Sung response]


Prayer of Repentance and Renewal      				        Mary Westfall
One:  	The God who creates us, calls us by name, loves us with an everlasting love.  Therefore, let us with humility, courage and honesty bring our prayers to God.
Many:  	You have called Creation “good.” Throughout the eons you have been brooding and hovering over the deep to bring forth life. You have fashioned and formed the cosmos and crocus, the majestic and miniscule. Yet, how slow we are to see creation as a manifestation of your holy love. How we have spent and burnt, extracted and polluted, consumed and defiled this sacred trust. In the depths of our hearts, we know we stand on holy ground and so are hearts are broken by our own actions. Forgive us, and reshape us, loving One. Ease our hunger to devour, and fill us with your healing balm, your peace and compassion. Grant us courage to say “no” to all that despoils, and a resounding “yes” to all that brings life. We pray that your resurrection spirit might move again through us raising us from despair to hope, and from death to life.  We pray in the name of the Risen One, Amen
One:  	The God who creates us, calls us by names, loves us with an everlasting love.  Friends, hear and believe the good news, this day you are forgiven, healed, made whole.  Go forth, renewed. 
Many: 		Thanks be to God!


Litany for a New Earth 					       Old South Church in Boston

One:	God we give You hearty thanks for the gift of human intellect, for the brilliance of reason, the sparklings of creativity and the impulses of intuition that You planted within us.
Many:	In our minds’ eyes gravity ripples and light outpaces time’s pendulum.  We discern from far away the exploding of stars and calculate the vibrations of tiniest particles.
One:		With the minds with which you You blessed us, we conquered fire and tamed it,
Many:	We put yokes on mighty rivers and diverted their courses to serve our purposes.
One:	We saw the promise of a new century born in the heat of forged iron, fiery coal and viscous oil.
Many:		We traverse the globe faster than the earth itself can spin in space.
One:	O God, we understand now that You have made us only a little lower than the angels.  
Many:	And yet, O God, with our minds we do discern that our prodigal ways must change.
One:	We are devouring and defiling our home, consuming what cannot be replaced. From arctic core samples to weather data; from ocean temperature readings to disappearing species, from unprecedented storms to dropping water tables, the evidence is clear: we are undoing your glorious earth.
Many:	Grant us wise eyes and open hearts and Christly discipline that we might glimpse the promise of yet another new century, another way of being together on your earth: power without destruction; advancement without devastation. 
One:	A relationship with the earth, not as an object to be exploited but as a mother to be loved and respected. As a partner with whom we must form a covenant if we are to survive.  
Many:	A partner who begs and pleads with us, keep the coal in the ground. Keep the petroleum in the ground. Keep the tar shale in the ground. Keep the natural gas in the ground.
One:	Preserve these primeval fuels in the ground, in the deep earth, that they might go about their patient, ancient, subterranean business.
Many:		This we pray with all the force of the minds you have given us. Amen.


Litany of Intercession for the Impact of Fossil Fuels	                Maren Tirabassi

One:	We pray for minds and hearts open to issues of climate justice, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.
One:	We pray for safety, well-being, and new hope for the poor and vulnerable, those most adversely affected in health and employment by climate change and fossil fuel extraction, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.
One:	We pray for those negatively impacted by fracking, by mountaintop removal coal mining, by natural gas pipelines, by off-shore oil drilling, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.
One:	We pray for the earth damaged, for creatures endangered, for vegetation altered by the effects of massive consumption of fossil fuels, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.
One:	We pray for children now living and those yet to be born to a heritage of spill, slurry and sludge, of cancer and hunger, of fossil fuel driven disparity in economic status and the loss of beauty, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.
One:	We pray for minds and hearts open here and everywhere to issues of climate justice, God of all creation …
Many:		Hear our prayer.


Litany of Recommitment: Keep it in the Holy Ground   		        Mary Westfall

One:		What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love kindness, walk humbly.
Many:	We, your people, too often forget who we are, and to whom we belong.  You have called to us through teachers and prophets, the life of Jesus, the yearning of our own hearts.  We hear Earth groan for lack of justice, lack of kindness, lack of humility.   We long to be your people, to fulfill the covenant, to live in right relationship with all that you have made and love.
One:	What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love kindness, walk humbly.
Many:	Our footprints are large upon this Holy Ground, and we have unleashed the hidden, pools of carbon buried in the heart of Earth.  The open, gaping wounds belch gas and oil, fueling our love of comfort, our insatiable appetite for more.  The air, so precious and finely balanced, becomes tainted by our reckless wantonness.
One:	What does our God require of us, but to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly.
Many:	We, your people, too often forget who we are, to whom we belong, to whom this world belongs.   But your love continues to enfold us, your grace transforms us, your spirit emboldens us to embrace life, fullness of life for ourselves, the air, the earth, the children, yet to come.  
We recommit to being a people of justice, pursuing wholeness for creation.
We recommit to being a community of kindness, drawn together for the work of healing and compassion.
We recommit to walking humbly, with you, with Earth, with each other, that we might, yet, be shown the way to life, abundant.
One:		What does God require?   
Many:	Justice, kindness, humble reverence. Here I am, God, send me.  Here we are, God, send us!  Send us!


Communion (Responsive)					        Emma Brewer-Wallin
One:	Jesus and his followers arrived in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover -- to celebrate God freeing the people of Israel from Pharaoh’s chains. 
Many:		It was a time to remember liberation through God. 
One:	They gathered together around a table. They prayed together and talked together and remembered together. 
Many:		And then Jesus took the bread. 
One:	He gave thanks for the many hands who baked it and kneaded it and harvested the grain. And he gave thanks for the earth from which that grain grew, remembering that we, too, are of the earth. 
Many:	After he blessed the bread, he broke it, and he shared it with all who were gathered there. 
One:	They held that broken bread in their hands, reveling in the fragility of the land and its potential for bounty. 
Many:		After they had eaten their fill, Jesus picked up the cup.
One:	He held that perfectly shaped piece of dried clay, marveling at what dirt can do. He blessed the wine and passed it around, and they each drank. When that heavenly sweetness touched their lips, they too were in awe of what God’s creation can provide. 
Many:		As they drank, Jesus said, “this is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant.” 
One:	New and everlasting! he said. Celebrate liberation through God! he said. Feast together with bread and wine! he said. 
Many:		Do it forevermore! he said. 
One:	As we partake in this age-old meal of bread and wine, we remember those who will come after us, for it is our duty to ensure that they too can join this sacred feast. 
Many:	This holy meal reminds us that we are of the earth. It reminds us of the fragility of our world. Even in the brokenness, we are surrounded by the power of liberation through God.


Call to Offering 						                 Alyssa Browning-Gray

We were provided with an environment to meet our physical needs. We have been mercifully gifted new life through Christ which satiates the thirst of our souls. Let us now share our resources with thankful and generous hearts. As we give our contributions, let us recognize that we have more to give. Give of yourself by speaking up about this urgent global situation. Give of yourself by living in a way that will allow us to leave the dirty fuels of the past in the ground. Let us offer more than just our worldly currency; make a sacred promise to protect our common home. 


Mountain Top Removal Mining (Inspired by Psalm 121)                 Maren Tirabassi

We will lift up our eyes to the mountains
for they need our help.
Their help comes from God 
who made streams and forest,

and their help comes from us.

We will not suffer their peaks 
to be exploded for coal
We will not slumber while overburden 
is cast into their valleys.

Stewards will not slumber 
while topsoil is stripped
nor sleep while the habitat of children 
and wildlife is destroyed.

God has made us keepers 
of creation and community.

God blows the wind for clean energy
and we create jobs that harness it.

The air will not be polluted by day
nor waterways poisoned by night.

We will preserve Appalachia
from the devastation of its culture,
and its foothills from flood.

And God will keep these mountains 
in their birdsong dawn
until the sunset of bear and fox,
from this time forth and forevermore.


Keep It in the Ground							    Maren Tirabassi

God’s realm is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in joy goes and sells everything and buys that field. Matthew 13:44

Treasure hidden in a field 
that Jesus’ parable celebrates
is not some pirate’s loot, 
is not some hoarder’s bounty –
big barns are the metaphor there.

One who was the Word
and life and light of the world --
was present to love 
the very leaves of the trees
that became the coal,
and laugh at the playful antics
of the creatures of the sea
that became the oil.

And the Word could also see us,
the blessed but also glutted 
users of so much 
of this underground bounty,
and so asks us to treat it as treasure –

found and then left untouched,
as much as we can --
worth everything to keep it there
and save the earth
for children yet to be born.


Job speaks of Mining: A Responsive Reading 			     Maren Tirabassi
(Leader’s lines come directly from Job 28) 

One:		Job speaks:  They put their hand to the flinty rock,
and overturn mountains by the roots. 
Many:		But where shall wisdom be found?
not in the mining of coal, 
drilling for natural gas, fracking for oil.
One:		They cut out channels in the rocks,
and their eyes see every precious thing. 
Many:		But where shall wisdom be found?
not in the mining of coal, 
drilling for natural gas, fracking for oil.
One:		The sources of the rivers they probe;
hidden things they bring to light. 
Many:		But where shall wisdom be found?
not in the mining of coal, 
drilling for natural gas, fracking for oil.
One:		God asks: But where shall wisdom be found?
And where is the place of understanding? 
Mortals do not know the way to it,
and it is not found in the land of the living. 
The deep says, “It is not in me”,
and the sea says, “It is not with me.” 
It cannot be bought for gold,
and silver cannot be weighed out as its price. 
Many:		No, it cannot be bought for gold.
And euro, pound, dinar, lat, dollar, yen 
will never be counted as its price.
One:		Surely God looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees everything under the heavens. 
God gave to the wind its weight,
and apportioned out the waters by measure. 
Many:		In the awe of God is found wisdom;
To depart from doing evil to God’s creation –
that is understanding.


Prayer—Honey in the Rock					                Maren Tirabassi
(Scriptures used Psalms 81:16; Psalm 133; 1 Peter 2:4-6)

God, you have put honey in every rock –
coal, the grandmother of diamonds,
oil, meant as a symbol of unity,
not a source of violence,
shale and sandstone, limestone and dolomites.

God, you have put honey in the rocks of ages.
Withhold our hands from fracture and poison
and teach us to find you, the Living Stone,
beneath our feet. Amen      


Prayer—Cleft in the Rock 					                Maren Tirabassi

God, in the cleft of the rocks
we see the back of your glory, the abundance of your goodness,
the creation we celebrate, sustain and leave as a blessing
for seven generations of our children.

Cover us with your hand, O God,
that our greed for glory does not steal the hope of the earth. Amen.

(Scripture Exodus 33:17-23. The “7th generation” principle common to many indigenous Nations and codified in the Iroquois Great Law of Peace suggests every decision be judged by how it will affect descendants seven generations into the future. The use of 7th generation has also been used in a negative sense to define the 7 generations of energy entitlement and the profligate burning of fossil fuel resources.)


Blessing upon the Earth		 			       Old South Church in Boston

Please rise in body or in spirit and assume the ancient Christian posture of blessing: palms down. 

Bless the deep Earth. Bless anaerobic decomposition of organisms, dead and buried. Bless the deep Earth. 

Bless the Earth’s ancient patience. Bless her secret, subterranean processes: heat and pressure, transforming dead vegetation into energy, death into life, dying into combustion. Bless the deep Earth. 

Bless her and keep her deep secrets. Tend her and love her. Guard her and protect her hidden recesses. Bless the deep Earth. Amen.


Aaron’s Old Blessing Made New 			       Old South Church in Boston

One:	The LORD bless you, and keep you; The LORD make His face to shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.'…
Many:	The Earth bless us, and keep us. The Earth make her atmosphere to shine upon us, and be gracious to us. The Earth lift up her mantle upon us, and give us peace.
One:	Now, let us bless the Earth and keep her well. (All rise in body or in spirit. Raise hands of blessing upon the earth.)
Many:	We rain down blessings upon the Earth’s fragile atmosphere; blessings to guard her deep imperiled secrets. Blessings to keep her ancient fossil fuels safely in the ground—safe and deep beneath her crust. Bless you, dear Earth, and peace be upon you. 


Blessings for Organizers					       Old South Church in Boston

Political organizing is God-blessed and essential work, rooted in God’s call to Moses to confront Pharaoh.  In the face of a global crisis created by overuse of fossil fuels, organizing is one of the most effective, clear-eyed ways to witness to the hope proclaimed in the Gospels. These blessings are meant to lift up, honor and minister to Christians involved in organizing. The blessings are separated into a blessing for contacting voters or constituents through going door-to-door canvassing, a blessing for phonebanking, and a blessing for protest leaders.

These blessings can be used after trainings, during general worship services, or at any other time your community sees fit to lift up the organizers among you. 

Blessing for Organizers (Canvassing)

One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	Those who witness to the realm of God, manifesting it with their faith, hope, and work.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	May your feet be swift for walking, your knuckles strong for knocking, and your clipboard ever steady.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	As you go forth today, may the love of this community encircle you and fill you with courage.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	Carry our hopes with you as you speak with our neighbors, travel our streets, and do God’s work in the world.


Blessing for Organizers (Phone Bank)

One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	Those who witness to the realm of God, manifesting it with their faith, hope, and work.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	May all your contacts be home, may all your conversations be good, and may all your goals be met.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	In your conversations today, may the love of this community encircle you and fill you with courage.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers
Many: 	Go and be a voice for God in the world; a voice for love, justice, and a hopeful future.


Blessing for Organizers (Protests) 

One: 		Blessed are the organizers.
Many: 	Those who witness to the realm of God, manifesting it with their faith, hope, and work.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers.
Many: 	May you not be rained out, may all your media contacts show up, may every passerby read your signs, and may all your goals be achieved.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers.
Many: 	As you go forth today as a faithful witness for God’s creation, may the love of this community encircle you and fill you with courage.
One: 		Blessed are the organizers.
Many: 	Go and be a voice for God in the world as you speak a word of truth to power; a word of love, justice, and a hopeful future.


Benediction # 1							                Maren Tirabassi
(Scriptures used Numbers 6:22-24; Isaiah 55:12 and Psalm 104:26)

May God bless and keep in the ground –
the roots of old forests,
the bulbs of next year’s flowers,
and fossil fuels --
hallowed resting places
of trees that clapped their hands
and creatures of the sea
that sported in the morning
of the shining face of God.

And may God lift up the light
of a loving countenance upon you
who care for this earth --
for this time forth 
and the children’s forevermore.


Benediction	 # 2							      Alyssa Browning-Gray

May the God who created heaven and earth, plant and animal, love and joy,
Bless you with the clarity to recognize the power and beauty of our world, 
with the wisdom to realize what grateful respect we owe it, 
with the courage to go forth spreading this message,
with the compassion to bring about a sustainable and just future.
Go forth and realize these blessings of hope and faith, because we all make a difference.


Hymn Suggestions from the New Century Hymnal

# 28	“For the Beauty of the Earth”
# 84	“This Is the Day”
# 569 	 “Touch the Earth Lightly”
# 564 	 “We are Not Our Own”
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